
The Red Scare and 
Palmer Raids



The “Red Scare” is defined as, fear of the potential rise of 
Communism in the economy.

The first Red Scare, or fear of the rise of Communism, was 
in the 1919-1920 timeframe.

Accor

The Red Scare  

The Red Scare was more of an emotion more than action 
itself, according to historian Levan B. Murray the red scare 
was depicted as, “a revolution that would destroy 
property,church, home, marriage, civility, and the American 
way of life.”



1920’s Red Scare

The 1920’s Red Scare started 
when the Russians turned to 
communism. 

It did not last as the 1950’s 
reds are but was still very 
destructive in the year it 
happened



1920’s red scare continued

The 1920’s scare, according to Wikipedia, “had its origins 
of hyper nationalism of World war I, as well as the Russian 
Revolution. “ 

The Russian Revolution brought the Russians to communism, 
and the fear that it would spread to other countries gave 
the United States a sense of paranoia.



Palmer Raids

The Palmer Raids were a 
series of raids by the 
United States Department of 
Justice trying to capture 
and deport anarchists.

They did this because they 
were scared communism would 
spread across America.



Palmer Raids continued...

On 1919 of June, there was a man by 
the name of Attorney General 
Palmer, was the leader figure 
during the raids in 1919 to 1920. 

Under Palmer’s leadership, more 
than 500 foreign citizens were 
deported.

All of palmers raiding and such, 
brought up frustration with the U.S 
Department of Labor, a department 
which had the authority for all 
deportations and did not agree to 
any of Palmers methods.



1950’s Red Scare

The 1950’s red scare 
lasted much longer than 
the 20’s red scare. It was 
a result of the Cold War 
and growing tensions with 
the Soviet Union. 



Important Points
Communists were often known as “Reds” for their allegiance to the red Soviet 
flag. 

The Soviets had their revolution, which started in March 8, 1977. Which gave 
fear to other countries that communism would spread to the world.

“How to spot a communist” propaganda video:

https://youtu.be/SkYl_AH-qyk

https://youtu.be/SkYl_AH-qyk
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