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What was the scopes/monkey Trial?
The scopes/monkey trial was a tennessee legal case involving the teaching of evolution in public 
schools. A statute was passed (Mar., 1925) in Tennessee that prohibited the teaching in public 
schools of theories contrary to the biblical account of human creation.

John T Scopes, twenty-four year old general science teacher and part time football coach, was put 
in a legal case for teaching evolution in his class room.

Clarence Darrow spoke for Scopes and on the other side of the case there was William J Bryan, three 
time presidential candidate spoke for the other side.



The butler act
IN FEBRUARY, TENNESSEE ENACTED A BILL INTRODUCED BY JOHN BUTLER MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO TEACH ANY THEORY 
THAT DENIES THE STORY OF DIVINE CREATION AS TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE INSTEAD OF TEACHING THAT MAN WAS 
DESCENDED FROM A LOWER ORDER OF ANIMALS.



A Carnival occurred in Dayton Tennessee as the opening to the trial in july of 1925. Banners were decorating the streets and 
lemonade stands were set up.

Chimpanzees were said to have been brought to town to testify for the prosecution, performed in a sideshow on main street.

Nearly a thousand people, 300
Of whom were standing, jammed the 
County courthouse on july 10, 1925
For the first day of the trial.





Impacts the scopes trial had on American history

The major effect that this had on religion in America, was that it pointed out refusal by many states, 

(mostly in the south) to follow the guideline of “separation of church and state” set by the founding 

fathers. They were infringing upon the rights of everyone who didn’t hold the same beliefs as them. For 

example, Scope believed that evolution should be taught in schools, but everyone had different opinions 

and beliefs leading to their certain religion.

Religion:
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Society:

A large effect of the scope trial, was how quickly it affected not only America but also the world’s interest. The 

courtroom was full of recording equipment, which was the first trial broadcast in American history, and also 

made many people go to the town to witness it. This proves how important the case was, and how it held attention 

from people all over the world. It brought everyone in America into one mindset for a period of time. Affecting 

how society functioned.
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Education:

Before the trial, it was a commonly held belief that evolution should not be taught in schools, because of its 

undermining of the religious concept of creation. With the events that unfolded in this case, the thought of allowing 

students being taught about evolution and abolishing the laws that made it illegal, became more reasonable to the public 

and government. Even though it took several decades in some states to reach this point, the thought that all people have 

different beliefs, and that it should be respected was sewn in the infamous scopes trial.
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