
Prohibition And 
Speakeasies



Prohibition
Prohibition in the United States was a nationwide ban 
on the sale, production, importation, and 
transportation of alcohol that remained for 1920 to 
1933.



Following the war, the prohibition cause 
was revived by the National Prohibition 
Party and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. The WCTU 
advocated the prohibition of alcohol as a 
method for preventing abuse from 
alcoholic husbands.



The law had several loopholes that the people 
found very quickly. People could still buy liquor 
for personal use since the 18th Amendment never 
actually stated anything about drinking it. It only 
stat banned the sale, manufacture, importation, 
and transportation of liquor.



Speakeasies

Soon after the amendment, places called speakeasies 
began popping up. A speakeasy, also called a blind 
pig or blind tiger, is an establishment that illegally 
sells alcoholic beverages.



Speakeasies tended to be owned and run by gangs, 
which brought a much worse problem than 
drunkenness to the urban cities 



Speakeasies were similar to today’s clubs, as 
there was singing and jazz performances. To 
enter a speakeasy, one would need to say a 
password to the doorperson so that the 
doorperson would know whether or not they 
were really secret agents.



Speakeasies were found everywhere in the United 
States of America and Canada. Whether they were 
established underground, or hidden within stores and 
other businesses, in every urban establishment you 
entered, you were most likely not far off from an 
illegal party.



On December 5, 1933, the 21st Amendment was 
ratified, as announced in this proclamation from 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The 21st 
Amendment repealed the 18th Amendment of January 
16, 1919, ending the increasingly unpopular 
nationwide prohibition of alcohol.



4 most important things
-Prohibition was passed in January 1920

-Speakeasies were created to provide alcohol 

-Speakeasies brought gangs into urban areas

-Prohibition ended in December 1933
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