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What is the Harlem Renaissance
The Harlem Renaissance was the name given to the cultural, social, and artistic explosion that took place in Harlem between the 
end of World War I and the middle of the 1930s. During this period Harlem was a cultural center, drawing black writers, artists, 
musicians, photographers, poets, and scholars



What was the time era of the Harlem 
Renaissance

The timing of this coming-of-age was perfect. The years between World War I and the Great Depression were boom times for the United 
States, and jobs were plentiful in cities, especially in the North. Between 1920 and 1930, almost 750,000 African Americans left the South, and 
many of them migrated to urban areas in the North to take advantage of the prosperity—and the more racially tolerant environment. The 
Harlem section of Manhattan, which covers just 3 sq mi, drew nearly 175,000 African Americans, turning the neighborhood into the largest 
concentration of black people in the world.



How Was It Started?

Originally called the New Negro Movement, the Harlem Renaissance was a literary and intellectual flowering 
that fostered a new black cultural identity in the 1920s and 1930s.



What Made it so important?

The Harlem Renaissance was important because it inspired an explosion of 
cultural pride and was perceived as a new beginning for african americans

 



Famous African Americans during the 
Harlem Renaissance 

         Louis Armstrong                Billie Holiday                         Bill Robinson                             





5 important facts

#1   The major cause of Harlem Renaissance was the Great Migration

#2   It is named after the Harlem neighborhood in the Manhattan borough of NYC

#3   Though centered in Harlem, it was a nationwide movement

#4   Primitivism played a part in popularizing the renaissance among white citizens

#5   When it happened, Harlem Renaissance was called the New Negro Movement
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