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H Time Line Activity 18

Civil Rights Milestones
DIRECTIONS: Use the time line information to answer the questions below about the civil

rights movement.

1955
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1961 Bus freedom
rides begin from
Washington, D.C.,
into Southern
states.

1.

1960 Four African American
college students begin sit-ins
at a lunch counter in
Greensboro, North Carolina.

1965 Congress passes
the Voting Rights Act,
guaranteeing the rights
of African Americans to
vote.

1960
1962 President Kennedy
sends federal troops to
the University of
Mississippi so that James
Meredith, the school’s
first African American
student, can attend.

1968 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., is assassinated
in Memphis.

1965

1963 Civil rights
leader, Medgar Evers,
is assassinated.

1970
1964 Congress
passes a Civil
Rights Act declaring discrimination
by race illegal.

1965 Protestors
march in Selma,
Alabama to
demand protection for voting
rights.

1963 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivers
his “I Have a Dream” speech during a
march on Washington, D.C.

Describe two situations in which federal troops were sent to enforce the
laws against discrimination. When did they occur?

2.

What courageous act by a woman is generally considered the beginning of the modern
civil rights movement?

3.

Name two acts passed by Congress in the 1960s. What rights did they protect?

4.

What famous speech given by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., captured the heart of the civil
rights movement? When and where did he deliver the speech?

5.

Which two civil rights leaders were assassinated in the 1960s? When were they
assassinated?
65

CHAPTER

1955 Rosa Parks refuses to
give up her bus seat to a
white person in Montgomery,
Alabama.

18

1957 President Eisenhower sends federal troops to ensure
that nine African American students can attend Central
High in Little Rock, Arkansas.

